A word must be said about the etiology of these different conditions, although our knowledge on that subject is as yet of a somewhat speculative nature. Acute rheumatism is probably an infectious or, in other words, a microbic disease, as shown by its occasionallyoccurring in outbreaks, by the way in which in a certainhouse a number of the family will be seized with it, and by the suddenness with which people are attacked. As to gout, there is no doubt that this is a disease which is associated with an accumulation in the circulation of uric acid in the form of the sodium quadriurate at first, and afterwards in the form of the biurate, and, whatever differences there may be as to where the uric acid is produced and other matters, there can be n> doubt that the deposition of sodium biurate is intimately related to the gouty attack.
In regard to the etiology of rheumatoid arthritis there is much difference of opinion. It is probable that under this name several distinct diseases are included, some of which would seem to be infective diseases, due to micro organisms settling in the joints, and, by the toxins they pour into the circulation, producing the nervous symptoms so commonly met with in connection with this disease.
The manner in which these several diseases are associated is a matter of some interest. Rheumatism certainly predisposes to rheumatoid arthritis by impairing the nutrition of the joints, and leaving them in a condition fit for the development of the micro-organism by which the rheumatoid disease is caused.
Then 
